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Students support Kenyan school

Horizons class
raising money for
kids worldwide

By Amy Bounds
Camara St Writer

Pictures of a Kenyan school
matde of sheet metal, with stu-
dents sitting o simple desks on
a dirt floor and no texsibooks, re-
nforced the determination of
shiclenis at Boulder’s Hormons
k- charter school to raise mon
ey

A vlass of about 25 Horizons
shdents o fourth  through
cighth grades i= spending the
next iwe months, working with
Boulder's  Global  Education
Fumd to mise money for the
setwool i an mnpoverished srea
of Nairobi, Kenyu

The Kenya groject = part of a
new, two-month elective class
offered st Horizons  called
“Making a Difference.” Other
clisses are knitting Wankets for
children in Afghanistan, puiting
lopether care packages for' or
phanages in Hondurns aml rais-
g money for local nonprofits.

Students  working  on  the
Kenya project recently heard o
firsthand account of conditions
for children in Kenya from Fred
aned Alice Afwsd, who started
bosth thee Kenyan schoal and 2
nearhy orplusege

“We want them to have hope
in thetr Fwes,” Fred Afwal said.

The school, which doeesnt
have electricity, enrolls about
250 chikiren, Most doat have
textbooks, requiring  them o
carefully copy the teacher's
notes from the board, Students
ilso must walk — three of the
boys wialk two hours each way.

A lunch program also recent-
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Gracle Harding, right, 13, Razan Kanjo, 11, and Emma Freedman, 13, of Horizons K-8 charter school, ksten io guest speakers Fred and
Alice Afwai, of Kenya, talk about their school and orphanage. The Horizons class, in parinership with Bowlder's Giobal Education Fund, is
raizang monay for tha Kanyan school

by was started to prevenl s
ilents from leaving in the after-
nesans to search for food on the
sirects. For most, the simple
arhool lonch of ree and beans
I their anly meal of the day.

Horizons eighth-grader Mid-
ison Reese said herring about
the Kenyan students’ dedication
to learning  and  attending
school was “inspiring.”

"It makes you want o act,”
she said.

To raise maoney, the students
plan to collect wsed books and
sell them by sciting up book
stores al their school. They also
plan to make and sell gift-wrap
and bookmorks. Along  with
fundraising, (heyll  research
whiat it's like in Kenya and write
betters (o Kenyvan students.

Money iz needed at the Kene
va school for texthooks, to help
students afford the
20centsa-day lunch and to pro-

vide scholarships for students
who pass natbonal exams for
sevondary education

“It's a great way for kids to
hedp kids,” said Liz Berry, Glob-
ol Education Fund program di-
reclor,

Berry, her husbamd and her
three sons spent several weeks
visiting orphanages i Kenya
O som, Ben Gips, is a fifth-
grader at Horizons who's work-

ing on the Kewya project and
plans to share his experiences
with his clissmates.

“The most important thing |
noticed was how happy they
were with what they had, even
though they didn't have very
much according to American
standards,” he said,
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